Ascending spinal pathways from sexual organs: effects of chronic spinal lesions.
A recent survey of paraplegics indicates that regaining sexual function is of the highest priority for both males and females (Anderson, K.D. (2004) Targeting recovery: priorities of the spinal cord-injured population J. Newrotrauma, 21: 1371-1383). Our understanding of the neural pathways and mechanisms underlying sexual behavior and function is limited at the present time. More studies are obviously needed to direct experiments geared toward developing effective therapeutic interventions. In this chapter, a review of studies on the processing of sensory inputs from the male and female reproductive organs is presented with a review of what is known about the location of ascending spinal pathways conveying this information. The effect of spinal cord injury on sexual function and the problems that ensue are discussed.